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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SU, IR 

SUBJECT: MINISTER OF DEFENSE VISIT TO IRAN 

1 . MINISTER OF DEFENSE GENERAL BASHIR MOHAMMAD ALI 
RETURNED FROM VISIT TO TEHRAN JAN 25 AND IN BRIEF COMMENTS 
TO PRESS STATED VISIT ACCOMPLISHED POSITIVE RESULTS IN WAY 
OF MILITARY COOPERATION BETWEEN SUDAN AND IRAN. MINDEF 
REPORTEDLY CARRIED MESSAGE FROM NIMEIRI TO SHAH, WHOM HE MET 
IN TEHRAN IN ADDITION TO GOI DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENSE. 

2. COMMENT: GOS PRESENTLY MAKING SERIOUS EFFORT IMPROVE 
ITS DEFENSE CAPABILITIES AND ALSO SEEKING BROADEN ITS 
SOURCES SUPPLY. IN ADDITION SEEKING US, BRITISH AND 
WESTERN EUROPEAN SUPPORT, NOT TO MENTION ASSISTANCE FROM 
KEY ARAB STATES, EGYPT AND SAUDI ARABIA, GOS HAS ALSO 
SUCCESSFULLY SOUGHT HELP FROM SUCH THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES 
AS INDIA, WHICH HAS SMALL MISSION HERE ADVISING ON 

MILITARY REORGANIZATION. THUS NOT SURPRISING IRANIAN ASSISTANCE 
ALSO BEING CONSIDERED. SO FAR FEW DETAILS AVAILABLE HERE, 

AND WOULD APPRECIATE ANY ADDITIONAL INFO TEHRAN OR OTHER 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 KHARTO 00324 301020Z 

ADDRESSEES COULD PROVIDE. 
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